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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 50.7 

she receives a request for such an ex-
tension prior to the expiration date of 
the original 15-day period allowed and 
circumstances beyond the control of 
the owner warrant such an extension, 
and the Administrator may extend the 
time limit for identification beyond 30 
days upon request in specific cases 
when circumstances beyond the control 
of the owner warrant such an exten-
sion. 

(2) Livestock other than reactors for 
tuberculosis that are to be destroyed 
because of tuberculosis must be identi-
fied prior to movement from the prem-
ises of origin to the place of destruc-
tion. 

(b) Reactor cattle, bison, and captive 
cervids. Reactor cattle, bison, and cap-
tive cervids must be identified by 
branding the letter ‘‘T,’’ at least 5 by 5 
centimeters (2 by 2 inches) in size, high 
on the left hip near the tailhead and by 
attaching to the left ear an approved 
metal eartag bearing a serial number 
and the inscription ‘‘U.S. Reactor,’’ or 
a similar State reactor tag. Reactor 
cattle, bison, and captive cervids may 
be moved interstate to slaughter with-
out branding if they are permanently 
identified by the letters ‘‘TB’’ tattooed 
legibly in the left ear, they are sprayed 
on the left ear with yellow paint, and 
they are either accompanied by an 
APHIS or State representative or 
moved directly to slaughter in vehicles 
closed with official seals. The official 
seals must be applied and removed by 
an APHIS representative, State rep-
resentative, accredited veterinarian, or 
an individual authorized for this pur-
pose by an APHIS representative. 

(c) Exposed cattle, bison, and captive 
cervids. Exposed cattle, bison, and cap-
tive cervids must be identified by 
branding the letter ‘‘S,’’ at least 5 by 5 
centimeters (2 by 2 inches) in size, high 
on the left hip near the tailhead and by 
attaching to either ear an approved 
metal eartag bearing a serial number. 
Exposed cattle, bison, and captive 
cervids may be moved interstate to 
slaughter without branding if they are 
either accompanied by an APHIS or 
State representative or moved directly 
to slaughter in vehicles closed with of-
ficial seals. The official seals must be 
applied and removed by an APHIS rep-
resentative, State representative, ac-

credited veterinarian, or an individual 
authorized for this purpose by an 
APHIS representative. 

(d) Other exposed livestock. Livestock 
other than cattle, bison, or captive 
cervids that are destroyed under the 
provisions of § 50.3 must be identified 
by tagging with a serially numbered 
metal eartag attached to either ear. 
All such animals to be destroyed must 
be transported to the place of destruc-
tion in vehicles closed with seals pro-
vided by APHIS or shall be accom-
panied to the place of destruction by 
an APHIS or State representative: Pro-
vided, however, that animals destroyed 
and disposed of under the direct super-
vision of an APHIS or State represent-
ative on the premises where they were 
exposed do not require individual iden-
tification. 

[67 FR 7591, Feb. 20, 2002] 

§ 50.7 Destruction of animals. 

(a) Slaughter or disposal. Livestock to 
be destroyed because of tuberculosis 
must be shipped direct to slaughter 
under permit to a Federal or State in-
spected slaughtering establishment or 
be disposed of by rendering, burial, or 
incinerating in an approved manner 
under supervision of an APHIS or State 
employee. 

(b) Time limit for destruction of ani-
mals. Livestock for which Federal in-
demnity may be paid because of tuber-
culosis must be destroyed and carcass 
disposal completed within 15 days after 
the date of appraisal, except that the 
appropriate Veterinarian in Charge, for 
reasons satisfactory to him, may ex-
tend the time limit for slaughter to 30 
days when request for such extension is 
received by him prior to the expiration 
of the original 15-day period allowed, 
and the Administrator may extend the 
time limit for slaughter beyond 30 
days, upon request in specific cases and 
for reasons satisfactory to him. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0051) 

[40 FR 27009, June 26, 1975, as amended at 45 
FR 32287, May 16, 1980; 52 FR 39614, Oct. 23, 
1987; 56 FR 36998, Aug. 2, 1991; 60 FR 37809, 
July 24, 1995; 63 FR 34264, June 24, 1998; 67 FR 
7591, Feb. 20, 2002] 
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